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• The pterygopalatine fossa is a small space behind
and below the orbital cavity. It communicates

• laterally

• with the infratemporal fossa through the
pterygomaxillary fissure,

• medially

• with the nasal cavity through the sphenopalatine
foramen,

• superiorly

• with the skull through the foramen rotundum

• anteriorly with the orbit through the inferiororbital
fissure.
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• Maxillary Nerve

• The maxillary nerve is the second branch of the trigeminal
nerve (CNV2). It passes from the middle cranial fossa into the
pterygopalatine fossa through the foramen rotundum.



Maxillary (3rd part)
• The maxillary artery is a terminal branch of

the external carotid artery. The 3rd part of maxillary
artery lies within the pterygopalatine fossa
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