Weak Forms

Words might be classified as grammatical and content words. Grammatical
or functional words don’t have dictionary meaning while content words have
lexical meanings in dictionary. Some grammatical words may be pronounced in
two ways which are called strong form and weak forms. For example, the word
“that” in the sentence: “That is a book™ is pronounced in two different ways. It
might be pronounced with strong form /0at/ or with weak form /dot/. The
difference between the two forms can effect on the meaning of the sentence.
Here is an example to show how strong form of a single word “that” can change
the entire meaning of the sentence:

“John thinks that man is evil.”

This version of the sentence, with the weak (unstressed) form of that /dat/,
means “John thinks all humans are evil”. While if the sentence is uttered with a
strong form (stressed) “that” /deet/, it will be understood as:

“John thinks a specific male (individual) is evil.”

Weak forms of grammatical words should be distinguished from contracted
form (I shall = I’ll), (we have = we’ve). The change in the former (the first one)
Is only in pronunciation while the change in the latter (the second one) is in
spelling and pronunciation (contract).

Weak forms belong to category of words called grammatical words which
include (auxiliary verbs, prepositions, conjunctions,... etc.). These words are
more frequently pronounced in their weak forms. However, they are
pronounced in their strong forms in certain circumstance, these circumstances
can be formulated as in the following:

1- Weak form words become strong at the end of the sentence, e.g.:

/av/ not in final position of the sentence
of <
/ov/ in final position

Example: I’'m fond of chips. /aim fond av 'tfips/

Chips are what I’m fond of. /'tfips o 'wot aim rfond ov/
Many of grammatical words do not occur at the end of the sentence, e.g.( the, a,
an, your). Sometimes words (grammatical) like (she, he, we, you, her, their) do
occur in their weak form in final position.

2- When a weak form word is being contrasted with other words becomes
strong e.g.:
The letters from_him, not to him. (Contrast)
/8or1etoz 'from im not rtu: im/
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It should be strong because these two grammatical words are contrast.

3- Co-ordinate propositions
| travel to and from London a lot.
[ai rtreevl tu: an from landan o 'lot/

A similar case is what might be called co-ordinate use of proposition.

Example:
A work of and about literature.
/o 'wa:k rov an orbout litritfo/

4- When a week form is given stress for purpose of emphasis e.g.
You must give me more money.
/ju rmast giv me 'mo: 'mani/

5- When a week form word is being cited or quoted, it is pronounced
strongly, e.g.:
You shouldn’t put “and” at the end of the sentence.
/ju: rfudnt rput aend ot i rend oav 'da rsentons/

“And” which is usually weak, but here it is strong because it is quoted.

Weak form words spelt with —h- (e.g. her, have, had) at the beginning of the
sentence are pronounced with initial /h/. Otherwise, the sound /h/ is omitted in

other context when it will be in the middle or final position, e.g. “her, have,
had”.

Example: which has been best? /'wit/ oz bi:n 'best/

In a summary, the functional words are words that have little semantic
content (meaning) of their own, but tend to have more grammatical or
referential function in relating content words or higher syntactic units to one
another. Function words are essentially closed class words, such as pronouns,
prepositions, conjunctions, auxiliaries, etc. In general, weak forms do not tend
to occur in sentence-final position or in contrastive/emphatic use. The tables
below show listing of these words, together with their strong or dictionary form,
as well as their potential weak forms.

1- Determiners/Quantifiers:

orthography strong form(s) weak form(s)
the Oi: o1, 09
a/an e1, an 9, on
some SAM Sam, Sm
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2- Pronouns:

orthography strong form(s) weak form(s)
his hiz 1Z
him him m
her h3: ho, 9, 3:

you Ju: JU, J9
your jo: B
she Ji: Ji

he hi: I

we Wi W1
them oem dom, am

us AS 3s, S

3- Prepositions/and Particles:

orthography strong form(s) weak form(s)
at at ot
for fo: fa

from from from, fom, fm
of DV v, V
fo tu: to, to
as az oz, Z
there 0ed 02
than dan dan
4- Conjunctions:

Orthography strong form(s) weak form(s)
and and and, an, nd, n
but bat bot
that Oat dot

5- Auxiliaries:

Orthography strong form(s) weak form(s)
can kan kon, kn
could kod kad
have hav av, v
has haz oz, Z
had had ad, d
will wil |
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shall Jal Jal, J1, 1
should Jod Jad

must mast mas, moast
do du: do, d

does daz doz, z
am am om, m
are a. )
was WDZ Woz

were W3! W
been bi:n bin

PLEASE

Review the Most Common Weak-Form Words in Your Text
Book on Pages 90-95
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